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Whatôs happening tonight... 
There will be a presentation by the Head, Mr Hermitt, in the hall at 
6:30pm, repeated at 7:30pm.  In addition, please feel free to wander 
around the school, look at the displays and take part in activities.   

Below is a flavour of what will be happening around school.  A map of 
the school and full details are attached.  
 

¶ Join us for a drink in our European Café (Rm 1.20) 

¶ Dance & drama performances (Rm 1.24) 

¶ Exploding bubbles, flame tests & chemical reactions (Rm 1.04) 

¶ óFling the Teacherô in humanities (Rm 3.45) 

¶ Keyboard challenge (Rm 1.23) 

¶ Mathematical puzzles & problem solving activities (Rm 3.52) 

¶ Using microscopes, food test & pond life (Rm 1.05) 

¶ Seeing sound, magnetic fields & watching waves (Rm 1.03) 

¶ Make your own bookmark (Rm 1.26) 

¶ Fitness & skills testing (Gym) 

¶ Try some fabric crayon printing or make your own pen 

      holder or key ring in technology (Rm 1.10, 1.11 and 1.14) 

¶ Test yourself at word games & quizzes in English (LRC) 

¶ Find out more about the Y7 residential to the  

    Kingswood Centre in North Wales (Innovations) 

Our motto is óAchieving Success Togetherô 
and our aims are very straightforward; to be 

a well-led, inclusive school where quality 
teaching enables everyone to learn and to 

fulfil their potential. 

Achieving Success Together  

You can also find out further information about the school by having a look 
at our prospectus, which you can download from our website at 

www.congleton.cheshire.sch.uk. 

If you still canôt find the answers you need, please contact Mr Barlow, Deputy 
Head, on tel: 01260 387000 or e-mail: staffjb@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk. 

ñStudents are 
proud to be 
members of 
this schoolò 
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Thank you for choosing to look at 
Congleton High School for your childôs next 

step in education.  Tonight is all about you 
finding out as much as you can about CHS, what 

we are about and how we operate, as well as what 
courses you can do here, what we expect from our 

students and what you can expect from us.  You will find 
displays and samples of work in all curriculum areas, and staff 

on hand to answer your questions.  In addition, in some 
classrooms, you will find there are activities set up for you to try 

your hand at.  Please have a look around, get a feel for the school 
and ask questions.   

Here at CHS we have great facilities for teaching and learning, including: 

¶ a newly refurbished Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 

¶ a new media suite with editing studio and industry-standard facilities 

¶ two Drama and two Music studios, as well as practice rooms and recording studio 

¶ six ICT rooms with student PCôs, Internet access and interactive whiteboards 

¶ a block of eight Science labs 

¶ new state-of-the-art languages lab 

¶ well-equipped general purpose classrooms with data projectors and whiteboard 
tablets to facilitate dynamic and interactive teaching 

¶ four specialist Art rooms  

¶ a refurbished Technology and Engineering Area, incorporating a CAD/CAM suite 

¶ community use sports hall, full size flood-lit astro-turf, fitness suite and gym 

¶ extensive playing fields and courts for hockey, football, rugby, tennis, netball, 
cricket and athletics 

¶ Purpose-built Sixth Form Centre with café, common room, classrooms and study 
room with student PCôs and internet access through a wireless network 

Outstanding Facilities  

Specialist School of Engineering  

CHS is a specialist school of 
Engineering.  We are affiliated 
to the Specialist Schools and 
Academies Trust and last year 
were re-designated as an 
Engineering school for a 
further 3 years. 
But parents often ask, ówhat 
does this actually mean for my 
child?ô 

¶ Engineering status brings 
substantial extra funding, 
which means better 
specialist resources and 
facilities in school 

¶ Greater enrichment 
opportunities (visits, extra-
curricular activities etc)  
within óEngineeringô 
subjects (Maths, Science & 
Technology) 

¶ Emphasis on developing 
engineering skills and 
aptitudes such as 
teamwork, communication, 
problem-solving & 
creativity throughout the 
school.  These skills are 
essential in the world of 
work and are transferable 
to any sector 

¶ Further international linksð
with schools in South Africa 
and Germanyð developed 
through engineering status, 
giving opportunities for 
exchange visits and other 
enrichment activities 

¶ Close partnerships with local 
companies and engineering 
organisationsðincluding 
Astra Zeneca, Siemens, 
Bentley Motors, Rolls Royce, 
BAE Systems and SMS 
Mevacðmeans staff and 
students benefit from their 
support and expertise in a 
variety of engineering and 
science projects.   

¶ Rich programme of 
engineering-related extra-
curricular activitiesðgives 
students greater 
opportunities to gain 
vocational training and 
experience in addition to 
their traditional GCSE 
studies 

¶ Annual Engineering Weekð
fun and educational 
engineering activities and 
visits for all students in July 

ñThe curriculum 
includes a good 

coverage of cultures 
locally, nationally and 

globally and the school 
is very outward looking 
with close links to other 

establishments here 
and overseasò 
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Welcome  

ñStudents learn well because they are 
motivated by stimulating and knowledgeable 
teachers and learning support staffò 
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ñAll students receive a high quality of 
care, guidance and supportò  
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ñStudents are 
proud to be 
members of 
this schoolò 
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At A Level, students achieved a perfect 100% 
pass rate with 71% of grades being at grade C 
or above.  Staff and students have worked 
together and demonstrated great commitment 
to their studies and they deserve to be 
rewarded with such outstanding results. 

 

 

Best Ever Exam Results  

GCSE Results  2011:  92% 5+ A* -C 
A Level Results 2011: 100% A* -E 

This year, CHS celebrated its best ever exam 
results once again with 92% of students 
gaining 5 or more GCSEs at grades A*-C, 
which is significantly above the national 
average. In addition, an impressive 
performance in core subjects meant that the 
majority of students (69%) included both 
English and Maths GCSEs in those 5 subjects.  
In fact, in English, 78% of students gained a 
grade C or better and in Mathematics, 73% did 
likewise.   These results put us amongst the 
best schools in the country for the fourth year 
in a row.     



Academic  l i fe at  CHS is 
complemented and enriched by a 
wide range of extra-curricular 
activities, clubs and trips to 
accommodate the diverse interests 
of students and staff.  Involvement 
in extra-curricular activities is 
strongly encouraged.  In sport there 
are many opportunities to develop 
skills at a higher level by 
representing the school or being 
coached for District and County 
trials.   

Before they finish in Year 6, we visit every child in their 
primary school and talk to them as a group and 
individually about what will happen when they start at 
CHS and any worries they may have.  We also ask 
them to name 2 friends they would like to be with once 
they join us and we try to accommodate these choices 
when we allocate students to tutor groups. 

We understand that moving from a small school where you know the staff and  
how everything works to a much larger school where you hardly know anyone can seem 
daunting for both students and their parents.  This is why we have a team of people who 
work on ensuring that this transition from primary to  
secondary is as smooth as possible for you and your child.   

When I first came to CHS I came from my 
old school on my own and I didnôt think Iôd 
make new friendsðbut I did, and Iôm very 
happyò                                     Molly Year 7 

We strongly 
believe that 
being a 
member of a 
school team is 
a valuable 
experience. 

How does transition work?  

ñThe curriculum is  
balanced and very broad 

with some innovatory  
features which do much to 

enrich studentsô  
experiencesò 
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Procedures for safeguarding are 
outstandingò                 Ofsted 2010 

ñCHS has lots of  
opportunitiesðthere are 

drama productions, 
music lessons & after 
school sportsò 
Jamie Year 7 

Extra -curricular activities  

Option K  
We are a specialist school of 

Engineering, but thatôs not all that 
we are about.  Students study a broad 

range of courses throughout their  
time here, and from Year 10 onwards 

they have the opportunity to study 
additional vocational courses,  

including Government & Politics, Child 
Care & Education, PE, Art,   

Health & Social Care, Digital 
Photography, Fashion & Clothing and 
Architectural modelling.  From these 

they can gain  
qualifications such as BTECôs,  
diplomas and additional GCSEôs. 

You can get involved in these activities and 
more....hockey ǒ football ǒ rugby ǒ netball ǒ  table 
tennis ǒ cross country ǒ trampolining ǒ tennis ǒ 
badminton ǒ gymnastics ǒ basketball ǒ athletics ǒ 
cricket ǒ rounders ǒ drama  
productions    ǒ school choir ǒ  
   instrumental tuition ǒ art club  
            ǒ lego robots ǒ dance  
                           ǒ engineering  
                                     club  
                                   ǒ games  
                                       clubs 

In June we have a New Intake Day when all new students 
spend a whole day at CHS to get to know where things are 
and how things work here. 

Primary Visits  

Kingswood Residential  

ñI enjoyed the climbing wall  the most 
because I got to the top and I thought 
I would only get 3/4 of the way upò 

Caving ǒ circus skills  
ǒ jacobôs ladder ǒ 
team challenge ǒ rock  
climbing ǒ night line ǒ 

making a music cd 

ñAn excellent range of external  
partnerships contributes much to the 
provision for developing studentsô  
academic and workplace skills. The 
flexible enrichment provision (known 
as óOption Kô) for students in years 10 
to 13 provides a breadth not often 
seenò.                                  Ofsted 2010 

ñI enjoyed every activity, 
but my favourite one was 

circus skillsò 
ñThe computer was really 

good for making your 
own song to put on our 

albumò 

Transition work does not end once your child starts school.  In  
October we organise a residential visit to The Kingswood Centre in North 
Wales where students spend 3 days getting to know one another, learning 
new skills, doing team building activities and most of all having fun. 

ñI really enjoyed caving especially when 
we had to go through the letter box!ò 

ñArrangements to  
welcome students 
new to the school in 
Year 7 are very  
effective and well 
regarded by the  
studentsò    
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