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In addition, the following documents are available on the school website in the section 
óInformation for New Parentsô.  
 

www.congleton.cheshire.sch.uk 
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Dear prospective parent 
 

It gives me great pleasure to introduce you to our school.  This prospectus 
contains details of the many educational opportunities that we offer.  However, a 
brochure cannot answer all the questions that you might have about the school 
and we hope that you will accept our offer to come and visit the school and see 
for yourself. 

 
We aim to provide the best possible education in a supportive and disciplined environment so that 
students may discover their full potential and prepare for adult life.  We have high expectations of what 
can be achieved and the key to our success is a purposeful community where learning is stimulating 
and enjoyable and is the focus of everything we do.  Our motto is óAchieving Success Togetherô and 
our aims are very straightforward; to be a well-led, inclusive school where quality teaching enables 
everyone to learn and to fulfil their potential.  Our team of outstanding teachers and support staff all 
work together to deliver the best possible education for our students.   
 

In 2011 our exam results were, for the fourth year in a row, the best in the history of the school with 
92% of students gaining 5+ A*-C grades in Year 11, which is significantly above the national average.  
In addition, students in our Sixth Form have achieved a 100% pass rate overall with 71% of 
qualifications being at A*-C grade.  These outcomes are testament to the hard work and dedication of 
our staff and students. 
 

In January 2010, Ofsted inspectors endorsed the views of our parents, students, staff and partners in 
identifying CHS as ña good school with some outstanding featuresò. Several things were rated 
outstanding including safeguarding and aspects of Special Educational Needs and the curriculum .  
The inspectors considered that ñall students receive a high quality of care, guidance and supportò and 
found that ñ...all staff are empowered to contribute to the schoolôs impressive record of improvementò.  
They also praised our transition work and found that ñArrangements to welcome students new to the 
school in Year 7 are very effective, and well regarded by the studentsò.  
 

As a Specialist School of Engineering we work closely with a partnership of local primary and 
secondary schools, international schools, sponsors, major employers (including Siemens, 
AstraZeneca and Bentley), colleges, universities and other organisations in promoting excellence in 
subjects including Technology, Science, Mathematics and Computing as well as across the whole 
curriculum.  Our specialist status has enabled us to expand provision in these subjects and also to 
integrate technology throughout the school.   
 

We can only achieve our aims by working closely with parents and your support is an essential 
ingredient in your childôs success at the school.  We work in partnership with parents to recognise 
success and to share and solve problems.  In addition, our Parents in Partnership group (PIP) enables 
parents to contribute more directly to the life of the school.  New parents have an opportunity to look 
around the school during our Open Evening, held at the end of September each year, and for those 
interested in joining our Sixth Form, our Post-16 Opportunities Evening is held annually in November.   
 

Yours sincerely         

 
David Hermitt 
Head 

WELCOME  
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VISION STATEMENT - ACHIEVING SUCCESS TOGETHER  

Our aim is to be a well led, inclusive school where quality teaching 
enables everyone to learn and to fulfil their potential. 
 

ACHIEVING SUCCESS 

We are dedicated to ensuring that every member of our community 
is successful in our core priorities of learning, teaching and 
leadership.   

 

Learning 
At the heart of our school is a desire that all learners 

¶ develop lively and enquiring minds by participating in a positive 
learning culture 

¶ have high aspirations to enable them to fulfil their potential 

¶ experience learning that is enjoyable and leads to achievement 

¶ behave considerately and respectfully 
 

Teaching 
All staff are committed to quality teaching characterised by 

¶ high expectations and equality of opportunities  

¶ experiences that support learners to engage and acquire 
knowledge, skills and interests as part of a broad and flexible 
curriculum  

¶ the promotion of safe, healthy lifestyles and development of 
future economic well being  

¶ the provision of opportunities through Engineering Specialist 
Status 

 

TOGETHER 

We are building a caring inclusive community, which encourages 
students, parents, staff and governors to make a positive contribution 
to the common good.   
 

Leadership 
All leaders are committed to setting an example through leadership 
which  

¶ engages, inspires and motivates by providing clear direction and 
common purpose 

¶ establishes a friendly, mutually respectful and harmonious ethos 
in which school life is valued for itself as well as a preparation for 
future success 

¶ takes into account and values the views of students as part of 
decision making 

¶ evaluates the work that we do in order to set priorities to secure 
improvement 

¶ extends partnerships with a wide range of local groups, national 
and international organisations in order to fulfil our mission 
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CHS has been a Specialist School of Engineering for 7 years.  
 
 

Opportunities 
 
Specialist Engineering Status brings substantial additional 
funding into the school. This funding enables us to further 
increase the already impressive range of opportunities offered 
at Congleton High School. 

 
 

 
 

Partnerships 

By working closely with other organisations and local industries, the DFE, 
Specialist Schools and Academies Trust and various universities, we aim to 
blend tradition within a culture of innovation in the pursuit of excellence.  We 
enjoy excellent partnerships with local companies and engineering 
organisations such as AstraZeneca, Siemens, Rolls Royce and Bentley 
Motors and have benefited from their support and expertise in a variety of 
engineering and science projects.  We continue to build on this firm base with 
the intention of becoming a centre of excellence and focus for engineering 
skills and activities in the whole community, providing our students with skills 
they need for the world of work and supporting our partner schools, adult 
learners and other community groups through our specialist resources and 
facilities. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Outstanding Facilities 

As a Specialist Engineering School we provide outstanding facilities for engineering for our 
own students and the wider community.   
 

Attainment 

We aim to further raise standards of attainment in Maths, Science and DT across the 
curriculum through improved resources, facilities and teaching and learning. We also continue 
to focus on the teaching of independent learning.   

 

Generic Skills 

We take a lead role in providing quality activities to enable students at CHS and partner 
schools to develop generic skills which will equip them for employment and higher education; 
problem solving, communication skills, leadership, self-reliance, the ability to work in a team, 
initiative, innovation and enterprise.   

SPECIALIST STATUS IN ENGINEERING  
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Vocational Courses 

We participate in the DFE Young Apprentices Programme and have Y11 Engineering 
students who are óYoung Apprentices in Engineeringô who benefit from vocational training in 
addition to their traditional KS4 studies and who have the opportunity to participate in an 
engineering trip to Hamburg in Germany.  Our range of vocational courses, for example in 
Engineering, Science, Child Development and Health & Social Care, provide a greater variety 
of progression routes for students.  Students in Years 9 ï13 have the opportunity of studying 
additional vocational courses, including Travel & Tourism, Financial Capability and BTECs in 
Work Skills, Fashion & Clothing, Drama, PE and Art.    
 
The Bentley Foundation Programme, delivered jointly by Bentley Motors and Congleton High 
School, aims to prepare Y11 students for the demanding selection processes of a multi-
national company. 
 

International Dimension 

 
The range of languages offered at CHS includes French, German, Spanish and Italian.  We 
have a long standing German Exchange with the Friedrich Spee Gymnasium in Trier and 
regularly run study visits to France and Spain.  We host students from the Gymnasium 
Süderelbe in Hamburg who take part in Engineering activities and trips as part of an annual 
Engineering visit.  We have links with 2 schools in South Africa and have taken part in two 
reciprocal staff visits to strengthen and build on these links for the benefit of the students.   
 
We have recently been awarded a Global Joint Curriculum Project Grant for the second year 
running, which will allow students to visit South Africa for the first time in 2012. We have also 
recently been awarded a Commenius Grant to fund reciprocal visits and a joint project on 
European Energy Supply in the Year 2050 with our partner schools in Hamburg and Les 
Sables-d'Olonne in France. We also have links with schools in Uganda, Nepal and India.  We 
have been recognised for our international dimension work by receiving the International 
School Award in 2007 and again in 2010.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff & students at Mt Vesuvius on a 
Humanities study visit to Italy, April 

2011 

Visitors from our partner schools in 
South Africa, September 2010 

Students outside the Guggenheim 
Museum on an Art trip to New York, 

December 2010 

 

ICT 

We aim to continue to raise standards of attainment in ICT and increase provision to ensure 
that students have access to a wide range of resources.  All students are encouraged to make 
use of our virtual learning environment, UniServity, through which they can access additional 
resources from home.  Homework assignments, revision tips, useful links and other 
information are all available online, helping to promote independent learning.  We have 
installed projectors in all classrooms as well as interactive ótabletsô to aid teaching and 
learning.  We have also provided sets of portable student laptops for use in the classroom. 
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CHS is an Academy school situated on the edge of Congleton in South 
East Cheshire, close to the border with Staffordshire. Established in 
September 2000 as an 11-18 comprehensive school for 1100 students, it 
stands in a pleasant self-contained site bordered by green fields and 
private housing.   
 

The school is well subscribed and takes virtually all of the secondary aged 
students from seven local primary schools as well as other local primary 
students from North Staffordshire.  In addition to the main school, a 
purpose-built Sixth Form Centre opened in November 2007 and 
accommodates up to 200 students.  
 

At CHS we believe our students deserve the best environment possible for 
their learning and we are proud of the outstanding facilities we have.  
These include: 

¶ a newly refurbished Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 

¶ a new media suite with editing studio and industry-standard facilities 

¶ two Drama and two Music studios, as well as practice rooms and 
recording studio 

¶ six ICT rooms with student PCôs, Internet access and interactive 
whiteboards  

¶ a block of eight Science labs  

¶ new state-of-the-art languages lab 

¶ well-equipped general purpose classrooms with data projectors and 
whiteboard tablets to facilitate dynamic and interactive teaching  

¶ four specialist Art rooms  

¶ a Technology and Engineering Area, incorporating a CAD/CAM suite 

¶ community use sports hall, full size flood-lit astro-turf, fitness suite and 
gym 

¶ extensive playing fields and courts for hockey, football, rugby, tennis, 
netball, cricket and athletics 

¶ purpose-built Sixth Form Centre (The Taylor Building) with café, 
common room, classrooms and study room with student PCôs and 
internet access through a wireless network 

In addition, we have extended our provision for ICT by providing sets of 
student laptops for use in the classroom. 
 

Attractive landscaped quadrangles provide sheltered areas for younger 
students at break and lunchtime and serve as natural arenas for outdoor 
Drama productions.  The excellent resources and facilities we have mean a 
very wide range of extra curricular activities are available to our students.  
Our monthly newsletter will keep you up to date with our latest 
developments. 

Sixth Form Centre 

 

 

 

Astroturf 

 

 

 

Fitness Suite 

 

 

 

Sports Hall 

 

 

Languages lab 

 

 

 

Media Suite 

 

 

 

Learning Resource 
Centre 

 
Picture of new 

LRC here 
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